bodycolor JavaScript Code (Updated 4/15/2008)
When changing the body color (the color the HTML page) we are not able to do this with document.write.  The reason is the document itself has not been created.  We can access all of the completed document via a ‘event’ handler named onload(), which is accessed as attribute of the body tag.  In the first example we change the color of the document directly inside this onload() event handler.
Here is the code for bodycolor1.htm:

<html>

<head>

<title>bodycolor1.htm</title>

</head>

<body onload="document.body.bgColor='#ff44ff';">

<div align="center"><h1>bodycolor2.htm</h1></div>

<p>Change the body color directly via the 'onload' event.</p>

<p>Note the single quotes inside the double quotes, since the color is a string.</p>

</body>

</html>

In the second example, we create a variable named myColor which changes the color of the page based on the system clock.  We can’t write the data to the page until after the page loads, but we can use document.write to place the color into the onload() event handler.

Here is the code for bodycolor2.htm:

<html>

<head>

<title>bodycolor2.htm</title>

<script language="JavaScript">

var myDate = new Date();

var myHour = myDate.getHours();

if(myHour > 10)

{


myColor = "#ff0000";


}else{


myColor = "#0000ff";


}

</script>

</head>

<body onload="document.body.bgColor='document.write(myColor)';">

<div align="center"><h1>bodycolor2.htm</h1></div>

<p>This version changes the body color based on the 'hours' of the system date clock.</p>

<p>Document.write is used directly in the 'onload' event handler.</p>

</body>

</HTML>

In the third version, and by far the most useful, we use a user created function named changeColors to allow more complex code to be stored, and to be able to call our simple function with a single word.  The art of hiding complexity in this way is called encapsulation, and allows us to access complicated code easily and efficiently.
Here is the code for bodycolor3.htm:

<html>

<head>

<title>bodycolor3.htm</title>

<script language="JavaScript">

function changeColors()

{


var myDate = new Date();


var myHour = myDate.getHours();


if(myHour > 10)


{



myColor = "#ff0000";



}else{



myColor = "#0000ff";



}


document.body.bgColor = myColor;

}

</script>

</head>

<body onload="changeColors();">

<div align="center"><h1>bodycolor3.htm</h1></div>

<p>This version uses a function named 'changeColors()' to change the body color.</p>

<p>This allows us to place more changes into our own function.</p>

</body>

</html>

